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§ 304a–1. Expenses of sale; maintenance 

There are authorized to be appropriated such 
amounts as may be necessary to cover the costs 
incident to the sale or lease of real property, or 
demolition of buildings thereon as hereinafter 
authorized, which have been or may hereafter be 
declared surplus to the needs of any Federal 
agency in accordance with the provisions of sec-
tions 304a to 304e of this title, and the care, 
maintenance, and protection thereof, including, 
but not limited to pay of employees, travel of 
Government employees, brokers’ fees not in ex-
cess of rates paid for similar services in the 
community where the property is situated, ap-
praisals, photographs, surveys, evidence of title 
and perfecting of defective titles, advertising, 
and telephone and telegraph charges: Provided, 

however, That a Federal agency shall remain re-
sponsible for the proper care, maintenance, and 
protection of the aforesaid property, notwith-
standing any declaration that the same is in ex-
cess of its needs until such time as custody is as-
sumed by the Administrator of General Services 
or other disposition is made thereof. 

(Aug. 27, 1935, ch. 744, § 6, as added July 18, 1940, 
ch. 635, § 2, 54 Stat. 764; amended June 30, 1949, 
ch. 288, title I, § 103(a), 63 Stat. 380.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of Federal Works Agency and of all agen-

cies thereof, together with functions of Federal Works 

Administrator transferred to Administrator of General 

Services by section 103(a) of act June 30, 1949, which is 

classified to section 753(a) of this title. Federal Works 

Agency and office of Federal Works Administrator 

abolished by section 103(b) of act June 30, 1949. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Transfer of functions by act June 30, 1949, effective 

July 1, 1949, see section 605 of act June 30, 1949, set out 

as an Effective Date note under section 471 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 304a–2, 304d, 

304e of this title. 

§ 304a–2. Demolition; historic buildings 

The Administrator of General Services is au-
thorized, upon his determination that such ac-
tion will be to the best interest of the Govern-
ment, to demolish any building declared surplus 
to the needs of the Government in accordance 
with the provisions of sections 304a to 304e of 
this title: Provided, That before proceeding with 
the demolition of any building, the Adminis-
trator of General Services shall inform the Sec-
retary of the Interior in writing of his intention 
to demolish it, and shall not proceed with the 
demolition until he shall have received written 
notice from the Secretary of the Interior that 
said building is not an historic building of na-
tional significance within the meaning of sec-
tions 461 to 467 of title 16: Provided, however, 
That if the Secretary of the Interior shall fail to 
notify the Administrator of General Services of 
his determination as to whether such building is 
an historic building of national significance 
within ninety days of the receipt of the notice of 
intention to demolish the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services may proceed to demolish said 
building. 

(Aug. 27, 1935, ch. 744, § 7, as added July 18, 1940, 
ch. 635, § 2, 54 Stat. 764; amended June 30, 1949, 
ch. 288, title I, § 103(a), 63 Stat. 380.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 461 to 467 of title 16, referred to in text, was 

in the original a reference to the Act of Aug. 21, 1935, 

ch. 593, 49 Stat. 666, which is popularly known as the 

Historic Sites, Buildings, and Antiquities Act. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of Federal Works Agency and of all agen-

cies thereof, together with functions of Federal Works 

Administrator, and functions of Commissioner of Pub-

lic Buildings and Public Buildings Administration 

transferred to Administrator of General Services by 

section 103(a) of act June 30, 1949, which is classified to 

section 753(a) of this title. Federal Works Agency, of-

fice of Federal Works Administrator, office of Commis-

sioner of Public Buildings, and Public Buildings Ad-

ministration abolished by section 103(b) of act June 30, 

1949. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Transfer of functions by act June 30, 1949, effective 

July 1, 1949, see section 605 of act June 30, 1949, set out 

as an Effective Date note under section 471 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 304a–1, 304d, 

304e of this title. 

§ 304b. Alterations and repairs to real property 
assigned; payment by agency 

Whenever after investigation it is determined 
by the Administrator of General Services that 
any such real property should be used for the ac-
commodation of any Federal agency or agencies, 
the Administrator of General Services is author-
ized to make any repairs thereto or alterations 
thereof which he deems necessary or advisable 
and to maintain and operate the same. To the 
extent that the appropriations of the General 
Services Administration not otherwise allocated 
are inadequate for such repairs, alterations, 
maintenance, or operation, the Administrator of 
General Services may require each Federal 
agency to which space has been assigned therein 
pursuant to the provisions of section 304a of this 
title to pay promptly by check to the Adminis-
trator of General Services out of its appropria-
tion for rent, either in advance of or upon or 
during occupancy of such space, all or part of 
the estimated or actual cost of such repairs, al-
terations, maintenance, and operation: Provided, 
That the total amount so to be paid shall be de-
termined and equitably apportioned by the Ad-
ministrator of General Services among the Fed-
eral agencies to whom space has been so as-
signed. 

(Aug. 27, 1935, ch. 744, § 2, 49 Stat. 886; July 18, 
1940, ch. 635, § 3, 54 Stat. 765; June 14, 1946, ch. 
404, § 4, 60 Stat. 257; June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title I, 
§ 103(a), 63 Stat. 380.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1946—Act June 14, 1946, repealed last two provisos re-

lating to computation of rates of assigned space. 

1940—Act July 18, 1940, substituted ‘‘Federal Works 

Administrator’’, ‘‘Commissioner of Public Buildings’’, 

and ‘‘Public Buildings Administration’’ for ‘‘Secretary 

of the Treasury’’, ‘‘Director of Procurement’’, and 

‘‘Procurement Division’’, respectively, throughout sec-

tion. 
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TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of office of Commissioner of Public Build-

ings and Public Buildings Administration transferred 

to Administrator of General Services by section 103(a) 

of act June 30, 1949, which is classified to section 753(a) 

of this title. Office of Commissioner of Public Buildings 

and Public Buildings Administration abolished by sec-

tion 103(b) of act June 30, 1949. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Transfer of functions by act June 30, 1949, effective 

July 1, 1949, see section 605 of act June 30, 1949, set out 

as an Effective Date note under section 471 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 304a–1, 304a–2, 

304d, 304e of this title; title 16 section 459t. 

§ 304c. Payment by agencies of rent, repairs, al-
terations, maintenance, operation, and mov-
ing costs 

To the extent that the appropriations of the 
General Services Administration not otherwise 
required are inadequate therefor, the Adminis-
trator of General Services may require each 
Federal agency to which leased space has been 
assigned to pay promptly by check to the Ad-
ministrator of General Services out of its avail-
able appropriations, either in advance or during 
occupancy of such space, all or part of the esti-
mated cost of rent, repairs, alterations, mainte-
nance, operation, and moving: Provided, That 
when space in a building is occupied by two or 
more agencies, the Administrator of General 
Services shall determine and equitably appor-
tion rental, operation, and other charges on the 
basis of the total amount of space so leased. 

(Aug. 27, 1935, ch. 744, § 3, 49 Stat. 886; July 18, 
1940, ch. 635, § 3, 54 Stat. 765; June 14, 1946, ch. 
404, § 4, 60 Stat. 257; June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title I, 
§ 103(a), 63 Stat. 380; Pub. L. 85–493, § 2, July 2, 
1958, 72 Stat. 294.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1958—Pub. L. 85–493 struck out provisions which au-

thorized leasing of space outside of District of Colum-

bia for periods not in excess of five years, which provi-

sions are now covered by section 490 of this title. 

1946—Act June 14, 1946, substituted provision which 

authorized Commissioner of Public Buildings to require 

each Federal agency to pay the estimated cost of rent-

al, repair, etc. of leased space assigned to that agency 

and to equitably apportion the charges when two or 

more agencies occupy the same space for provision 

which authorized the Director of Procurement to pro-

cure space for agencies in the same manner authorized 

by section 304a of this title and to require these agen-

cies to pay the total expense required in the manner 

specified by section 304b of this title. 

1940—Act July 18, 1940, substituted ‘‘Commissioner of 

Public Buildings’’ and ‘‘Federal Works Administrator’’ 

for ‘‘Director of Procurement’’ and ‘‘Secretary of the 

Treasury’’, respectively. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS; EXCEPTIONS 

Functions with respect to acquiring space in build-

ings by lease, functions with respect to assigning and 

reassigning space in buildings for use by agencies (in-

cluding both space acquired by lease and space in Gov-

ernment-owned buildings), with certain exceptions, 

transferred from respective agencies in which thereto-

fore vested to Administrator of General Services by 

sections 1 and 2 of Reorg. Plan No. 18 of 1950, eff. July 

1, 1950, 15 F.R. 3177, 64 Stat. 1270, set out as a note under 

section 490 of this title. For delegation of those trans-
ferred functions to other personnel of General Services 
Administration, or to heads and personnel of other 
agencies, and for transfer of personnel, property, 

records, and funds, see sections 3 and 4 of that Plan. 
Functions of office of Commissioner of Public Build-

ings and Public Buildings Administration transferred 

to Administrator of General Services by section 103(a) 

of act June 30, 1949, which is classified to section 753(a) 

of this title. Office of Commissioner of Public Buildings 

and Public Buildings Administration abolished by sec-

tion 103(b) of act June 30, 1949. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Transfer of functions by act June 30, 1949, effective 

July 1, 1949, see section 605 of act June 30, 1949, set out 

as an Effective Date note under section 471 of this title. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Section inapplicable to lease-purchase contracts, see 

section 356 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 304a–1, 304a–2, 

304d, 304e, 356 of this title; title 16 section 459t. 

§ 304d. Regulations under sections 304a to 304e 

The Administrator of General Services is au-
thorized to make such regulations as may be 
necessary to carry out the provisions of sections 
304a to 304e of this title. 

(Aug. 27, 1935, ch. 744, § 4, 49 Stat. 886; July 18, 
1940, ch. 635, § 3, 54 Stat. 765; June 30, 1949, ch. 
288, title I, § 103(a), 63 Stat. 380.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1940—Act July 18, 1940, substituted ‘‘Commissioner of 

Public Buildings’’ and ‘‘Federal Works Administrator’’ 

for ‘‘Director of Procurement’’ and ‘‘Secretary of the 

Treasury’’, respectively. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of Federal Works Agency and of all agen-

cies thereof, together with functions of Federal Works 

Administrator, and functions of Commissioner of Pub-

lic Buildings and Public Buildings Administration 

transferred to Administrator of General Services by 

section 103(a) of act June 30, 1949, which is classified to 

section 753(a) of this title. Federal Works Agency, of-

fice of Federal Works Administrator, office of Commis-

sioner of Public Buildings, and Public Buildings Ad-

ministration abolished by section 103(b) of act June 30, 

1949. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Transfer of functions by act June 30, 1949, effective 

July 1, 1949, see section 605 of act June 30, 1949, set out 

as an Effective Date note under section 471 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 304a–1, 304a–2, 

304e of this title; title 16 section 459t. 

§ 304e. ‘‘Federal agency’’, as used in sections 304a 
to 304e, defined 

The term ‘‘Federal agency’’, as used in sec-
tions 304a to 304e of this title, means any execu-
tive department, independent establishment, 
commission, board, bureau, division, or office in 
the executive branch, or other agency of the 
United States, including corporations wholly 
owned by the United States. 

(Aug. 27, 1935, ch. 744, § 5, 49 Stat. 886.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 304a–1, 304a–2, 

304d of this title; title 16 section 459t. 


